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2016 - 2017 Year in Review
Approval of a
Comprehensive Master Plan

Last September, the Park Board of Commissioners approved an update to its Comprehensive Master Plan for
the Park District. The plan was a result of a year’s worth
of work by community members, the Board and staff. The
process took the Park District through an extensive analysis and inventory of park and open space assets, facilities
and recreation programs. Both individual residents and local user groups were involved providing input on the needs
and desires of the community. From this input and information gathered, strategies were developed to address the
needs and the end result is a plan with a five year strategic
plan within a ten year vision for the Park District. The plan
is available in its entirety online at carypark.com.

Two Commissioners Elected

In 2017 Keith Frangiamore and Erin Hauck were elected
to the Board of Commissioners. Previously, both had been
serving as a Commissioner after being appointed to the
Board to fill a vacancy.

GFOA Award

The Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) of
the United States and Canada awarded a Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting to the
Cary Park District for its comprehensive annual financial
report for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2016. This was
the eleventh consecutive year that the District has applied
for and received this prestigious award.

Equipment Replacement
and Facility Improvements

Maintaining the current resources of the Park District is
an annual priority of the Board of Commissioners. Nearly
$300,000 was spent on equipment replacement and facility
maintenance. Highlights include the replacement of three
boilers at the Community Center, two wide area mowers, a
tractor, two elliptical cross trainers for the Fitness Center,
and the district wide telephone system. The boilers serve
the pool and the heating of the Community Center, the
mowers are used to cut grass throughout the park system
and golf course, the tractor is a flexible piece of equipment
that performs many tasks, the elliptical cross trainers expand our Fitness Center offerings, and the phone system
is now integrated for the entire Park District. The biggest
improvement from the phone system will be customer service and the ability to directly transfer calls to the appropriate individual, no matter what facility they are located at.

Several Park Improvements
Complete or Underway

Jamesway Park Receives New Playground

In November, Jamesway Park reopened with a brand new
design. The park received two new playground structures,
benches, and accessible picnic tables. Accessibility to the
site and the play structure was improved with a concrete
path. The much anticipated reopening of the park was
greatly used during our mild winter and has been a favorite
place to play among families and children in the neighborhood.

Cary-Grove Park Master Plan

Over the winter and into the spring the Park Board and
staff began the process of updating the site master plan
for Cary-Grove Park. The first site plan was created in
2001 and phase one of the park is complete at this time.
The purpose of this update was to include the information
and direction gathered from the Comprehensive Master
Plan Update. Completing this updated site plan addresses
relationships between site amenities and features while
opening a dialogue to partnership and grant opportunities.
The updated site master plan for Cary-Grove Park is available for viewing at carypark.com.
Disc Golf Course at Hoffman Park
The Park District has begun development of an 18-hole
disc golf course at Hoffman Park. The course will be laid
out across 35-40 acres on the southeast side of the park
site and is designed to take advantage of the natural
features of the site and terrain. Tree and brush removal
work has been completed along with the seeding of the
fairways. While the official opening date has not been set,
it is anticipated that Summer 2018 will be the opening of
the course for play. Disc golf is a popular activity for teens,
young adults and families and may be played together by
people of all ages.

Camp ECHO

Camp ECHO stands for Exploring Cary’s Hidden Outdoors
and is for children and teens in grades kindergarten to
eighth grade. 2016 was the fifth year we held our camp in
partnership with McHenry County Conservation District at
the beautiful Fel-Pro RRR Conservation Area in Cary. Total
enrollment during the 10 weeks of camp was 1,891 children. This was the highest enrollment since Camp ECHO
began in 2012.

Community Center Pool

A total of 1,369 pool memberships were purchased for the
2016 season. This is an increase of 17% from the previous
year. Overall, there were 22,565 visits to the pool. Swim
lessons also had a successful year with an increase of
13% participation.

Summer Celebration

Foxford Hills Golf Club

Foxford Hills Gold Club experienced another successful
2016 golf season with 27,421 rounds played and 15,484
buckets hit at the driving range. The Junior Golf League
expanded from 12 players to 21 in 2016. The fleet of 80
golf carts was replaced for the second time since the Park
District purchased the golf course in 2004. Improvements
to the fleet included a rain protector for clubs and USB
ports for portable phone charging.

The 2016 Summer Celebration brought a record number
of 7,000 people for this one evening event. This event
brings people from all over the community and beyond
for music, food, and fireworks. We were pleased to have
Dairy Queen in Cary be our food vendor and the talented Allstars, a band local to the Cary area, perform at the
bandshell. This event could not be possible without the
assistance from the Village of Cary, Village of Cary Police
Department, and the Cary Fire Protection District. We
thank you for your continued partnership.

New and Improved
Online Registration Launches

Give Back Gardens at Hoffman Park

Like Us. Follow us. Connect With Us.

We are once again very fortunate to have the continued
support of several volunteers and also the partnership of
the Cary-Grove Food Pantry to plant, harvest, and provide
approximately 1,530 pounds of fresh produce from the
Give Back Gardens at Hoffman Park to families in and
around our community.

Last year we launched a new and improved online
registration system. This new system allows more
programs to be offered for online registration including
E.T. KidZone. It also allows people to register through mobile devices, create wish lists of classes for future registrations, ability to track payments, and receive
confirmations and receipts.

Last year Park District Staff increased the use of social
media with the addition of Instagram to the Park District’s
social media outlets. Through the use of Facebook, Twitter,
and now Instagram, staff is able to share information,
engage with friends and followers, and connect with more
people. We encourage you to join us on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.
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