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Cary Park District 
Board of Commissioners 
Parks & Recreation Operations Committee 
December 12, 2013 
7:00 PM 
Cary Community Center 
255 Briargate Road 
Cary, IL 
 
Minutes 
Committee Members Present:  Emma, Krueger 
Committee Member Absent:  Harvey 
Commissioners Present: Stanko, Renner  
 
Staff Present:  Jones, Glenn, Raica, Kelly, Propati, Rea (7:04 PM), Cannon 
 
Guests Present: A. Coneen, 376 Oakmont Drive, Cary 
  Tim Sharkey, 1305 Cougar Trail, Cary, Jr. Trojan Football  
  Gary Stelzer, 7003 Swallow Way, Cary, Stamford Bridge Youth Soccer 
 
Commissioner Krueger called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. 
 
The minutes from the November 14, 2013 Park and Recreation Operations Committee 
were presented for approval. 
 
 Emma moved to approve the Parks and Recreation Operations Committee meeting 
minutes dated November 14, 2013.  Second by Krueger . 
 
Voice vote:  2-0. All voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
There were no matters from the Public, Commissioners, or Staff. 
 
Under Direction Items, Discussion/Direction to the Board for Consideration, the policy to 
recognize sports groups having priority for field assignment was discussed as the policy 
underwent modifications since the last discussion and streamlined for clarity. 
 
The colleague groups were named and referred to as “pioneering providers” due to the 
longevity of their existence.  
 
Upon Attorney Puma’s recommendation, references to ADA, Civil Rights, background 
checks, and the like were not needed in our policy. It is up to the individual groups to 
police their requirements. A letter of understanding from each of the groups to the Park 
District will still be needed. 
 
Jones indicated there would be field upkeep guidelines when scheduling has been 
determined. There is no reference to fees in the policy having been determined to be a 
staff function. Rea reported that post-season upkeep cost approximately $12,000. 
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Emma asked if any review would come before the Policy Review Committee and was 
told that would be the way to handle any changes. 
 
Stanko said he liked the idea of designating “pioneer” status to the groups. He said the 
revised draft more clearly reflects the relationship of the sports associations to the 
community. 
 
Renner said he liked the changes but feels all players, no matter the group, should be 
even. Since this isn’t possible, the policy as presented is “as good as it gets.” 
 
Emma moved to recommend the Board accept policies on Recognition of Community 
Youth Sports Groups and Outdoor Athletic Field Space Seasonal Distribution at its 
next meeting. Second by Krueger. 
 
Voice vote:  2-0. All voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
The next item discussed was a suggested revision to the NISRA Articles of Agreement. 
The formula set forth for contributions from member districts is determined by the EAV 
(Equalized Assessed Value) each year. With the drop in EAVs, NISRA’s financial 
situation becomes critical. The suggestion is to revise the formula so that if a drop in the 
EAV occurs, the member agency would pay the previous year’s assessment, thus 
providing a “freeze” on their contribution. 
 
Jones indicated that it would take nine of the 13 agencies to put the change into affect and 
five have already agreed. 
 
Emma asked if Elgin had already agreed since their contribution is one of the highest. 
They have not yet agreed. Stanko commented that if this situation went on for many years 
the financial impact would be more noticeable on us rather than NISRA. Krueger said we 
should do whatever it takes since we “have to have NISRA.” 
 
Emma moved to recommend to the Board the approval of the revision to NISRA 
Articles of Agreement. Second by Krueger. 
 
Voice vote:  2-0. All voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
Next Discussion/Direction item was the We Choose Health McHenry County – Smoke 
Free Public Places. 
 
The presentation by the McHenry Department of Health last month indicated that grant 
funds exist for the asking. If agreeing to participate in this program, the Cary Park 
District would be given signs and posts, reimbursed for any labor costs incurred while 
installing these signs as well as materials and labor involved with providing fliers for 
distribution. 
 
Jones said this was a good opportunity for interagency cooperation. He added that staff is 
not aware of any concerns or complaints from park users regarding smokers. 
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Also, Foxford Hills Golf Club as well as parking lots would be exempt from these rules. 
 
Krueger commented that he saw nothing wrong with agreeing to get involved with the 
program although it’s never come to light that there is a problem with smoking in the 
parks. 
 
Renner said he didn’t see the point of agreeing to this since no problem exists and there is 
no method of enforcement for the situation. 
 
After the comments, a motion was made. 
 
Emma moved to recommend Board approval of the Park District’s submitting a grant 
for participation in McHenry County’s “We Choose Health McHenry County” 
program initiative, the outcome being Smoke Free Park sites throughout the District. 
Second by Krueger. 
 
Voice vote:  2-0. All voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
Stanko reported at this time about his attendance at the Village of Cary’s Comprehensive 
Master Plan hearing the previous evening at the Community Center. 
 
He detailed the surveys that had been taken and the major concerns of those taking the 
surveys were noted: 
 
Transportation: Congestion; bus transportation; bike trails. 
Recreation:  Bike paths, rec center, park land. 
Community services:  Schools, community roads, water quality. 
Economic concerns:  Expand downtown, deal with vacant land vacant buildings. 
 
Emma moved to adjourn the meeting. Second by Krueger. 
  
Voice vote: 2-0. All voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM. 


