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Cary Park District 
Board of Commissioners 
Special Meeting        
October 8, 2015 
Community Center 
255 Briargate Rd. 
Cary, Illinois 
 
MINUTES 
 
Call to Order  
Vice President B. Krueger called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
 
Roll Call 
Upon roll call the following Commissioners answered present:     
Mr. Renner, Mr. B. Krueger, Mr. Stanko, and Mr. Frangiamore. 
 
Staff Present 
Dan Jones, Executive Director; Vicki Krueger, Director of Finance and Administration; Sara 
Kelly, Superintendent of Recreation; Dave Raica, Director of Planning and Development; Ben 
Rea, Superintendent of Park Maintenance/Deputy Director; Katie Hughes, Director of 
Communications and Marketing; and Megan Lee, Recording Secretary. 
 
Guests Present 
None. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Matters from the Public 
None. 
 
Discussion Items 
Jones introduced the meeting format and topics for discussion.  Discussion topics are to include:  
The Comprehensive Master Plan. 

Steve Konters and Cassandra Rice of Hitchcock Design Group; Andy Dogan from Williams 
Architects; Barbara Heller from Heller and Heller Consulting, Inc.; and Ron Vine of ETC 
Institute each explained their findings. The items discussed were the planning process, inventory 
and analysis, needs assessment, and next steps in the process. 
  
Renner stated he is surprised that the number of residents saying that the Foxford Hill’s Golf 
Course is very important is extremely high and asked Vine’s opinion. Vine said it is a high 
number, but he wasn’t aware of other golf courses in the area. Renner stated its high, and there 
are also many facilities in neighboring communities.  
 
Stanko said that if someone uses the driving range at Foxford Hills, but doesn’t necessarily play 
a round of golf, it could be reflected in numbers being seen. A lot is offered at Foxford and that 
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could be why the number is high. Renner said it doesn’t matter, the fact that this many people 
who are interested in golf is shocking. 
 
Renner asked for clarification that 28% of residents participate in activities through churches. 
Vine explained that churches are going to be the biggest competition in the future since they are 
starting to focus on family participation and outings. 
 
B. Krueger asked if statistically the survey excluded school buildings and the senior center. Vine 
said it did not, but he explained that the public doesn’t look at it as if this is our facility as a park 
district.  Instead, they look at it as those are our tax dollars and the facilities need to be fixed 
regardless of who owns or operates them. 
 
Stanko asked why the questions on field usage only show a small percent of people who took the 
survey. Ron said it represents about 25-30% who took the survey with 27% of people involved in 
this area and 73% did not respond about fields since they don’t use them or have kids. 
 
Stanko stated there are three golf courses in the area and we don’t know what golf courses 
people are talking about. He asked Vine if the survey specifically said Foxford Hills. Vine said 
the survey only asked about golf courses and people may not know what the Cary Park District 
owns, so the responses were based off golf courses in the area. 
 
Renner stated that he doesn’t understand why small neighborhood parks are rated high as the 
most important need for the community. Vine explained that people aren’t saying we need new 
parks, but rather “keep up” what we have since we do have so many. Renner said he could take it 
as, yes, we have parks, but there isn’t a small park near me. Konters said this is where you look 
at the different data points. In regards to the question what is most important to them, you need 
to look and see what is the most needed. Vine explained there is a big need, but the Park District 
is doing a good job and needs to keep it up. The community is not saying to increase the park 
budget dramatically, but rather to just keep up what already exists.  
 
Renner said that according to the data, athletic fields are a high unmet need for 25% of people, 
the graph in question 10 shows the need is way down on the list. Why does only 27% of the 
community think it’s important? Vine explained that households with kids think fields is the 
most important thing in the community. Households without kids feel that trails are the most 
important thing in the community. 
 
Konters asked the Commissioners to consider the following five questions. What is your opinion 
on what the Cary Park District’s focus should be for the next five years? What do you perceive 
as the district’s organization strengths? What is your opinion on opportunities or needed 
improvements for existing parks, trails, indoor facilities, programs, and partnerships? Do you see 
a need for any new parks, amenities, facilities, or programs? 
 
Konters asked the Commissioners to discuss what they would like to see done in the next five 
years. 
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Renner stated he thinks the perceived strength in our programming is youth programs as well as 
the golf course. In the next 5 years, unless we see a referendum pass, things won’t change. We 
should focus on maintaining unless the choice is made to go to a referendum. He then asked why 
is it that nobody in the greater Cary area, including Crystal Lake, has built new indoor or outdoor 
pools. He asked if there no support in the area. The YMCA has a new one, Health Bridge has 
one, but High School District 155 does not have a pool in any of their schools. He struggles with 
building a pool and what happens once it is built knowing the current pool numbers. He stated he 
is concerned that the public won’t use it if one were to be built. Up until the presentation, he 
thought developing Cary-Grove Park was the highest unmet need, but when he saw the data, he 
realized how a large percentage of the community wants a new pool over an athletic facilities or 
sports fields. He likes the idea of spray parks.  
 
B. Krueger stated he thinks we need to build a pool. The only thing we could pass a referendum 
for in this town is to build a new pool, but we will have to close the current pool first for it to 
happen. Yes, baseball fields and indoor facilities are important, and we need to complete what 
we started with Cary-Grove Park. He stated that a pool and indoor facility with jogging track is 
important. 
 
Frangiamore stated that all of the information presented is a lot to digest and not possible to do 
so in short period of time, but he noted two things that stood out to him. First, the choice between 
if you build it they will come versus replacing existing buildings or creating something new. He 
would like to look at the different needs of the Park District. Even though the survey is 
statistically valid, when it comes to people spending more tax money, people may be hesitant to 
act. He explained how he sees programs as an ever changing cycle and there are always new 
programs out there that people will like that we can start. He does see a need for a fitness facility, 
but taking existing facilities and turning them into something people will use is going to be a 
challenge. There are a lot of trails throughout the community and to connect those trails would 
be a wonderful thing, but he doesn’t know what the cost would be or how that would work. Does 
the Cary Park District look at facilities that are available in the surrounding communities such as 
the Crystal Lake Park District? He would like to look into inter-agency agreements. 
 
Stanko thanked everyone for the presentation and their attention to detail. He stated it’s nice to 
look at the boundaries versus the number of people in the area, but we also have a large area of 
Oakwood Hills that is not in the boundary, but those households don’t get the survey even 
though they use our programs. Households east of Hickory Nut Grove are a factor that isn’t 
measured into our programs. The survey results are a good foundation for moving forward on 
some needs that the community has, but we need to find a way to address those needs creatively 
using available resources. The Park District doesn’t have the resources to build a swimming 
pool, but we do have the resources to be creative and build some splash pads to show the 
community we are listening to them and providing a solution with the available resources that we 
have. The Park District’s greatest strength is the staff. He would like to see an agreement worked 
out with School District 26 to solve some of our indoor facility issues. We also need to look at 
the aging population improve recreational offerings in that area. He discussed how he would like 
to see a two-tier system put in place where the first tier would have smaller projects that can be 
achieved in the short term where the second tier would be major projects requiring a lot of 
capital to complete.  
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He would like to see the Park District create a connection from Lions Park to Jaycee Park as well 
as The Hollows and bike trails. He would like to develop a master plan for Veterans Park and do 
phasing with that park and use grants to pay for projects there. The Park District also needs to 
look at the maintenance side and providing a place to plant a tree farm that will help us keep our 
parks where they need to be. He suggested looking at ways in which we can provide practice 
field space using retention areas. We need to remember we aren’t here for just today. The Cary 
Park District will still be here in 100 years and people will look back and remember bike trails, 
and we need to continue to use grants so can to make connections of trails to facilities outside of 
our district. He discussed how he would like a two-tier system put in place. They need to  
 
Konters thanked the Commissioners for their time and input.  He concluded by reviewing the 
next steps which will include another meeting with the Park District staff as well as another 
meeting with the Park Board of Commissioners sometime in November.   
 
Motion by Stanko to adjourn. Second by Frangiamore.  
 
All voting aye. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:32 PM. 
 
 

_____________________________ 
  Daniel C. Jones 

Board Secretary 
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