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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE CARY PARK DISTRICT, CARY, ILLINOIS, HELD IN 

THE COMMUNITY CENTER, 255 BRIARGATE ROAD, CARY, 
OCTOBER 24, 2013 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
President Renner called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.      
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
Upon roll call the following Commissioners answered present:   
Mr. Stanko, Mr. Emma, Mr. Krueger, and Mr. Renner. 
 
Commissioner absent:  Mr. Harvey 
 
Staff  
 
Staff present:  Dan Jones, Executive Director; Claire Glenn, Director of Finance and 
Administration; David Raica, Director of Planning and Development; Katie Hughes, 
Director of Communications and Marketing; Sara Kelly, Superintendent of Recreation; 
Ben Rea, Superintendent of Park Maintenance, Connie Nesler, Assistant Director of 
Finance and Administration; Christine Cannon, Recording Secretary.  
 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited.                       
       
IV. MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
None. 
 
V. ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
 
Stanko commented that the parking lot project has turned out wonderfully. 
 
VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
President Renner asked if there were any items to be removed from the Consent Agenda. 
Stanko asked to have the minutes of the Special Meeting on October 3, 2013 removed 
from the consent agenda.  President Renner announced that Stanko’s request would be 
moved to Action Items. 
 
Stanko moved to approve the Consent Agenda as follows:  VI.A.1. Approval - Minutes 
of a Regular Board Meeting, 9/26/2013; VI.A.3. Approval –10/18 /2013 Disbursements 
in the Amount of $199,957.58; VI.A.4. Acceptance – Treasurer’s Report dated 
9/30/2013. 



Approved 

Page 2 of 5 
 

 
Roll call:  Yes - Emma, Krueger, Stanko, Renner. No - None. Motion carried. 
 
 BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
VII.A. Any Items Removed From Consent Agenda 
 
VII.A.1  – Minutes of Special Board meeting dated October 3, 2013. 
 
Stanko moved to accept the minutes of the Special Board meeting on October 3, 2013. 
Second by Emma. 
 
Roll call:  Yes – Krueger, Emma, Renner. Abstain – Stanko. No – None. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
VII.B. Action Items 
 
VII.B.1  – Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR), Fiscal Year 2012-13. 
 
Jones presented this item by reviewing what occurred at the AFP (Administration, 
Finance, and Personnel) Committee meeting on October 10, 2013.  The CAFR was 
presented by Ed Tracey, a partner with Seldon Fox, the District’s auditor. Tracey had 
commented that there were no issues with the audit. Jones stated that the audit is a legal 
requirement of the Board and that it must be accepted within six months of the end of the 
fiscal year. 
 
There were no comments or questions from Commissioners. 
 
Krueger moved to accept the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report as presented. Second by Emma. 
 
Roll call: Yes – Stanko, Emma, Krueger, Renner. No – None. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
V.II.B.2. – 2013 Levy Estimate 
 
Jones provided a review of this item from the discussion at the AFP Committee where a 
levy request model for 2013 that included the full CPI (Consumer Price Index) increase 
and captured estimated new growth was reviewed. The Committee discussion that 
followed resulted in the Committee requesting staff to provide alternatives to the Board at 
its next meeting as to how the District might limit the tax extended in 2014 to nothing 
more than what was extended in 2013 plus new growth.  Glenn provided an overview of 
the options available to meet this direction of the Committee.  The options presented by 
staff included: a levy request for no more than the previous year’s extensions; reducing 
the levy request in the Special Recreation Fund equal to that of the CPI increase available 
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to the agency across all levied funds; and levying to capture the CPI increase and new 
growth available to the District but then abating a portion of the annual rollover bond 
equal to the amount of the CPI increases available over all levied funds. 
 
The staff recommended option was to construct the levy as has been done in past years, 
to capture the CPI increase of 1.7% and new growth within the District.  An additional 
recommendation for this year was to complete an abatement ordinance for the annual roll 
over bonds that would abate an amount equal to the 1.7% CPI increase available to the 
District.  This method would hold the line on taxes but allow the District to capture the 
new growth that came about during the year.  The abatement amount is estimated to by 
$70,000. 
 
General discussion was held amongst the Commissioners on this item.  There was a 
desire not to hurt the District long term by making a levy request equal to the previous 
year’s extension.   
 
Emma questioned the projected amount of the rollover bond and was told that it was 
estimated to be $679,000. 
 
Stanko asked for clarifications on specific numbers within the different options and the 
explanations were provided by staff to his satisfaction. 
 
Krueger commented that he believed the capital projects program of the District to be less 
in upcoming years and liked the idea of abating the funds from the rollover bond which is 
used to fund certain capital projects of the District. 
 
Jones provided copy of an announcement required by law for President Renner to read 
regarding the levy estimate of the District. 
 
President Renner announced, “The 2013 Levy Estimate of the Cary Park District shall 
not exceed 105% of the previous year’s extension.”  
 
Krueger moved to direct the Executive Director or designated alternate to prepare an 
abatement ordinance that would be associated with the 2013 General Obligation Bond 
(Annual Rollover) and would abate a portion of those taxes equal to the sum of the 
Consumer Price Index growth available to the District via the annual levy request of 
the agency for its Tax Capped Funds and the 2013 General Obligation Bond (Annual 
Rollover).  Second by Stanko. 
 
Roll call:  Yes – Emma, Krueger, Stanko, Renner. No – None. Motion carried. 
 
There was a desire amongst the Board to be sure that the public was aware of the intent of 
the Board and the intent to limit taxes for the residents.  Jones stated that public 
awareness pieces would be created to announce these actions. 
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VII.II.B.3 –  Competitive Sale for Issuance of General Obligation Limited Tax Park 
Bonds, Series 2013 (Annual Rollover). 
 
Jones presented this item by reviewing the recommendation of the AFP Committee which 
was that the District conducts a competitive sale for the issuance of the G.O. Limited Tax 
Park Bonds, Series 2013. 
 
There were no comments or questions from Commissioners. 
 
Krueger moved to direct the Executive Director or designated alternate to conduct a 
competitive sale for the issuance of the General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bond, 
Series 2013. Second by Stanko. 
 
Roll Call:  Yes – Krueger, Stanko, Emma, Renner. No – None. Motion carried. 

VII.C. Discussion Items 

VII.C.1. Northern Illinois Special Recreation Association Membership Dues 

ED Jones explained NISRA’s current financial situation. At this point it is projected that 
the agency may have to transfer $400,000 from its reserve to balance the next budget 
although the budget as well as the prediction is still being formulated. 

Within NISRA’s charter is a member’s due rate max of .0175 of the member agencies’ 
EAV (Equalized Assessed Value). Due to the current drop in EAVs of the member 
agencies, a shortfall in member dues is not occurring. Jones stated that there is an option 
by which member agencies could vote to raise the rate maximum from .0175, however it 
seems unlikely that enough agencies would vote to do this.  Another approach would be 
to pay as much this year as last year despite the drop in the EAV or freezing the dues of 
member agencies at current year levels. Last year’s amount paid by the Cary Park District 
was almost $112,000. 

Jones stated that all member agencies should be having an informational and discussion 
meeting with their respective Boards regarding the above options and that agencies were 
to report back in November the perspectives of their Board. 

Jones stated that it would not be staff’s recommendation for the Board to consider 
anything other than a freeze in member dues at this time.  Completing this for one year 
would allow the agency to review it again next year at this time.  Staff felt it was difficult 
long term to know where EAV’s were headed and therefore making a change to the rate 
this year may be premature. 

Jones asked for a straw poll of the Board’s opinion about freezing the amount from last 
year as the amount of this year’s dues. Since the Park District levies for the SRF (Special 
Recreation Fund) it has money put aside each year for this purpose. Not all member 
agencies of NISRA levy for SRF so it would be difficult to ascertain how many member 
agencies would be willing to freeze their contributions, or, ultimately, to approve a raise 
in the ceiling rate. 



Approved 

Page 5 of 5 
 

Stanko asked if the budget was set or are cuts to come. Jones responded that the budget 
numbers reviewed to this point were preliminary and a reduction in the proposed budget 
most likely is forthcoming. 

Krueger commented that as long as the amount budgeted in the SRF is more than our 
obligation to NISRA he had no problem with freezing the amount.  

Renner commented that perhaps the Park District should consider freezing the amount for 
five years but it was determined that this should only be considered for one year and then 
revisited. 

Jones stated that he would take the feedback received this evening to NISRA and its 
Board for consideration.  Jones commented that he expects this item will be brought to 
the Boards attention again in a very short time period. 

VIII. Executive Director Report 

 Jones reported that work on the Foxford Hills Golf Course retaining wall has 
begun in earnest. 

 The annual NISRA Fashion Show and Luncheon will be held on November 23 at 
the Holiday Inn in Crystal Lake and the Park District has secured a table. Any 
Commissioners interested in attending are asked to make their intentions known. 

 The Village of Cary is embarking on a new Comprehensive Master Plan and has 
asked the Park District to be part of the steering committee. Jones has agreed to be 
part of this project. 

 IX. Closed Session 

There was no need for Closed Session. 
 
XI. Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn by Stanko; second by Krueger. 
 
Voice vote:  4-0. All voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:04 PM. 
 

 

 
     _____________________________________ 

Daniel C. Jones, Secretary 
Park District Board of Commissioners 
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