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Cary Park District 
Board of Commissioners   
Planning & Development Committee 
July 10, 2014 
7:30 pm 
Cary Community Center 
255 Briargate Road 
Cary, IL 
 
Minutes 
Committee Members Present: Renner, Stanko 
Committee Member Absent:  Krueger 
Commissioners Present:  Emma, Harvey 
 
Staff Present:  Jones, Hughes, Raica, Kelly, Rea, Cannon 
 
Commissioner Renner called the meeting to order at 7:34 PM. 
 
The minutes from the June 12, 2014 Planning and Development Committee were 
presented for approval. 
 
Motion by Stanko to approve the minutes from the June 12, 2014 Planning and 
Development Committee. Second by Renner. 
 
Voice vote:  2-0. All voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
There were no matters from the Public, Staff, or Commissioners. 
  
Under For Discussion/Information Only items, Jones led a discussion about direction for 
preparing the next Comprehensive Master Plan which will be due in 2016. 
 
Jones had a recent discussion with the Bartlett Park District about their community wide 
survey and how they went about their CMP. One of the tools they used was Market Probe 
to complete a community wide survey.  During the last Cary Park District CMP, a paper 
survey was mailed. Market Probe uses a telephone survey rather than paper. 
 
Discussion involved how a consultant or consultants would be chosen; should one 
consultant provide all aspects of the CMP or should the Park District “build our own 
team”. Would a consultant be considered from existing relationships or should an RFP or 
RFQ be considered. 
  
Renner felt a survey in whatever form would be necessary. He also felt we should build 
our own team of consultants rather than using one consultant to bring in a team. 
 
Harvey thought it important to get recent participant opinions since many expectations of 
patrons have changed in the years since the last CMP. 
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Emma stated that new input was key to working up to the 2016 CMP. New methods of 
obtaining this input would make the information more meaningful. 
 
Stanko was quite impressed with the way the Village of Cary conducted their 
informational meetings for their CMP. He felt the interactive way citizens were allowed 
to voice their opinions and desires was very attractive to the process. 
 
Jones suggested an option as a starting point: to invite Hitchcock Design Group to visit a 
Committee meeting and present new approaches to a comprehensive master plan process. 
Hitchcock Design Group is willing to do this with no obligation to hiring them. The 
option was well-received and there was consensus amongst the group to have HDG come 
in and speak at the next Committee meeting. 
 
The next item for discussion was a review of the Cary-Grove Park Site Master Plan from 
2001. 
 
Raica provided a drawing of the original plan and discussed some of the changes that 
have taken place, especially the addition of the 1.7 mile Community Trail. He reviewed 
all development of the park to date including the front 23 acres developed as soccer fields 
in 2001.  
 
Jones provided insight as to who was involved with the Cary-Grove Park Task Force in 
2001. Task Force representatives included:  sports groups, residents, and school districts.  
 
Jones posed a number of questions for Committee discussion: What is missing from the 
plan? What should be added to it? Does the present plan meet the current and future 
recreation and open space needs of the community? Do we need a consultant for Cary-
Grove? Have we found anything missing from the original plan?  
 
Jones also asked if there was value in exploring this item with the Village of Cary staff as 
part of the intention to annex the property. How might a master plan document be 
considered as part of an annexation agreement? How would including the Village up 
front assist future development of specific items on the site? 
 
Harvey commented that the Village of Cary has to be approached for annexation 
expectations before any planning or re-designing of the park is considered.  
 
Renner commented that the Comprehensive Master Plan update would need to come 
before the consideration of continuing work on Cary-Grove.  
 
Emma asked if approaching the Village about annexation would bring up the discussion 
of running a road (First Street) through the park, and if it did, would that be the focus? 
 
Renner asked if anyone knew if the Village still wanted the road. He said it isn’t an 
entirely negative proposition, but seems a lot to take on at the moment.  His preference is 
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to get into the CMP update and then engage the VOC regarding annexation of the park 
site. 
 
Jones commented that information should be obtained from the stakeholders of the park 
site, those who use the park as it is and others who may benefit from more development 
of the park site. He said that the VOC would not be ready to discuss annexation prior to 
the completion of its own CMP. 
 
Stanko asked if the Cary-Grove Park master plan would involve the Cary-Grove Park 
property at Galway Drive. He’s aware that more parking is needed to support this park 
site. As far as the road is concerned, he feels the VOC should come to the Park District. 
He added that he envisions a “pleasure drive” with a planted median rather than a typical 
road should one be built. 
 
Jones commented that the development of Cary-Grove Park would likely be a major 
priority in the CMP. 
 
The outcome of the discussion was to get our own CMP update prior to tackling a 
revision of the master plan for Cary-Grove Park. Consensus of the group was to begin the 
CMP update and, at some point, make the plan for Cary-Grove Park part of the plan. 
 
Renner moved to adjourn the meeting; second by Stanko. 
 
Voice vote:  2-0. All voting yes. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:26 PM.  


