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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE CARY PARK DISTRICT, CARY, ILLINOIS, HELD IN 

THE COMMUNITY CENTER, 255 BRIARGATE ROAD, CARY, IL 
MAY 22, 2014 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
President Renner called the meeting to order at 7:08 PM.      
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
Upon roll call the following Commissioners answered present:  Mr. Harvey, 
Mr. Stanko, Mr. Krueger, Mr. Emma, and Mr. Renner 
 
Staff  
 
Staff present:  Dan Jones, Executive Director; Connie Nesler, Assistant Director of 
Administration and Personnel; David Raica, Director of Planning and Development; 
Katie Hughes, Director of Communications and Marketing; Ben Rea, Superintendent of 
Park and Facility Maintenance; Sara Kelly, Superintendent of Recreation; Sarah Welsh,  
Program Manager; and Christine Cannon, Recording Secretary.  
 
 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited.                       
       
IV. MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
None. 
 
V. ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
 
Harvey complimented the organizers on the success of the Bark Fest held at the dog park 
on May 3.  
 
VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
President Renner asked if any items were to be removed from the Consent Agenda. 
 
No one wished to remove any items from the Consent Agenda. 
 
Stanko moved to approve the Consent Agenda as follows:  VI.A.1. Approval - Minutes 
of a Regular Board Meeting, 4/24/2014; VI.A.2. Approval - Minutes of Committee of 
the Whole Meeting, 4/17/2014; VI.A.3. Approval -5/16 /2014 Disbursements in the 
Amount of $130,908.80; VI.A.4. Acceptance – Preliminary Treasurer’s Report dated 
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4/30/2014; VI.A.5. Acceptance - Investment Report dated 4/30/2014. Second by 
Krueger. 
 
Roll call:  Yes – Stanko, Krueger, Emma, Harvey, Renner.  No – None. Motion carried. 
 
VII. BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
VII.A. Any Items Removed From Consent Agenda 
 
None.  
 
VII.B. Action Items 
 
VII.B.1. Consider – Ordinance O-2014-15-01, An Ordinance Adopting the Combined 
Annual Budget and Appropriation of Funds for the Cary Park District, McHenry 
County, Illinois for the Fiscal Year Beginning on the First (1st) Day of May, 2014 and 
Ending on the Thirtieth (30th) Day of April, 2015. 
 
Jones announced that all items required by law have been met.  Legal Notice has 
appeared, the budget has been available at the front desk for the previous 30 days, and, 
the Public Hearing has been held. 
 
Harvey moved that the Board approve Ordinance O-2014-15-01, An Ordinance 
Adopting the Combined Annual Budget and Appropriation of Funds for the Cary Park 
District, McHenry County, Illinois for the Fiscal Year Beginning on the First (1st) Day 
of May, 2014 and Ending on the Thirtieth (30th) Day of April, 2015. Second by Stanko. 
 
Roll call vote:  Yes – Krueger, Emma, Harvey, Stanko, Renner. No – None. Motion 
carried. 
 
VII.B.2 Consider – Purchase of 2015 Ford F-350 Regular Cab 4x4 Dump Truck from 
Illinois State Contract Vendor Bob Ridings Inc., Taylorville, IL for $31,615. 
 
Next item involved the purchase of a 2015 Ford F-350 Dump Truck and the outfitting of 
that truck. Jones mentioned that these items had been recommended for Board approval 
by the Park and Recreation Operations Committee. 
  
Stanko moved to approve the purchase of a 2015 Ford F-350 Regular Cab 4x4 Dump 
Truck from Illinois State Contract Vendor Bob Ridings Inc. Taylorville, IL for 
$31,615.00. Second by Krueger. 
 
Roll call vote:  Yes – Emma, Harvey, Stanko, Krueger, Renner. No – None. Motion 
carried. 
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VII.B.3 Consider –Outfitting of 2015 Ford F-350 Regular Cab 4x4 Dump Truck by 
R.A. Adams Enterprises, Inc., McHenry IL for $12,225. 
 
Stanko moved to approve the purchase and installation of central hydraulics, a 
Swenson Tailgate Spreader, an 8’6” Western Snow Plow, and rotating light from R. A. 
Adams Enterprises, Inc., McHenry, IL for $12,225.00. 
 
Roll Call vote:  Yes – Harvey, Stanko, Krueger, Emma, Renner. No – None. Motion 
carried. 
 
VII.C.1. Discussion Items 
 
Under discussion items, the Board was presented with two items that had been scheduled 
for the April 12 planning meeting, but were not discussed due to time constraints. The 
first was a suggested timeline for the Comprehensive Master Plan which is due to be 
revised in 2016. 
 
Jones constructed activities for starting a revision to the master plan beginning the 
summer of 2014 with internal discussions regarding consultants and public input 
processes. 
 
The timeline progressed through early 2016 when a presentation of the new 10 year 
comprehensive master plan would occur. 
 
Jones explained that different approaches to the CMP could be considered, an example of 
which is sending out a survey prior to hiring a consultant. In discussion with an agency 
that recently completed their CMP there was mention of a different approach to survey 
results and this may be something to consider. 
 
Discussion and questions:  Krueger asked how much this would cost and was told that 
$50,000 had been indicated in the budget, but that was just a “place marker” and actual 
cost would be determined for the hiring of a consultant and associated costs as the time 
got closer. Jones said the Village of Cary had spent over $100,000 on their CMP which is 
taking place at the moment. He said that actual cost will be determined by the 
expectations of the Park District for their own CMP. Harvey was very much in favor of 
getting an early start on the planning. Renner asked if 2014 was too early to start and 
Emma felt that 2014 should be used for discussion of all considerations. 
 
All agreed with the comments and Jones said he would start gathering information to 
bring back to the Board. Stanko felt all aspects should be finalized in 2015 to be able to 
start any new projects provided by the CMP in 2016. 
 
The next item for discussion was the annexation of Cary-Grove Park into the Village of 
Cary. Jones noted that this matter goes back to the early 2000s and asked if the 
annexation should continue to be a top priority of the Park District. 
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Discussion centered on the site plan itself and would it have to be updated at this point to 
begin discussions with the VOC. It was agreed that police protection is one of the 
considerations of an advantage to Cary-Grove Park being in the Village. At this point the 
area falls under the jurisdiction of the County Sheriff. 
 
Another consideration was that the Village may be revisiting their zoning because too 
many classifications exist at this time and any modification could affect the status of 
Cary-Grove Park’s annexation. 
 
It was suggested that this request be made via letter to Chris Stilling, Director of 
Community and Economic Development for the Village, while Houseal Levigne 
Associates, the VOC’s consultants for the CMP are still actively involved with the 
Village. 
 
Renner commented that in addition to the police protection issue, the presence of utilities 
on the Cary-Grove property has to be considered. The update of the Park District’s CMP 
will make the annexation critical so which should come first – annexation or CMP? 
 
Krueger felt that the development of Cary-Grove Park would not change much from the 
original plan. 
 
Renner then asked if the PD still wants annexation and Harvey said yes, but how would it 
be different than what it was to begin with. The question of a road (First Street) being 
continued through the property was also posed. 
 
Stanko felt the annexation should be pursued now and given an accurate picture of future 
plans. The major point of future development is athletic fields and the plan would be 
similar no matter when it’s presented. Considering a road now would be stumbling block 
to annexation. 
 
Emma felt since the concept will be similar we should move forward with annexation 
while the VOC CMP is still being discussed. 
 
Renner said that pursuing this would all be advantageous but the timing is critical. With 
the Village’s CMP completed in 2014-spring 2015, discussing access is key. We will 
need some kind of plan by then. 
 
Jones said that the current plan might work but we would have to answer questions 
regarding lighting, turf, etc. We need to “cross these bridges” ahead of time. 
 
Among the emerging suggestions for moving forward were to revisit this at the end of the 
year with a view to VOC’s progress; use a future committee meeting to look at the Cary-
Grove Park Site Master Plan; review the VOC’s zoning on our own and anticipate what 
they might change; have a definite timeline by spring, 2015; and have staff bring 
information regarding the annexation and future of C-G Park because it is a priority. 
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The second part of the annexation discussion involved the prospect of annexing Sands 
Main Street Prairie. General consensus was that there is no advantage for this property to 
be annexed into the Village. Comments involved that there were really no pros or cons to 
this procedure so most likely would not be further discussion about this item. 
 
Renner stated there should be no further consideration on this aspect of annexation. 
 
VIII. Executive Director Report 
 

 New employee. Sara Kelly introduced the newest addition to the full time staff. 
Sarah Welsh has been hired as Program Manager and her duties include Summer 
Day Camp. Dance Program, Art Programs, Teen Programming, and other special 
interest programs. 

 Pool Opening. Jones announced that the pool will open on an abbreviated 
schedule on Saturday, May 24. The full schedule will be in effect beginning June 
9, once school is dismissed for the year. 

 New Trail. Raica reported that the new trail at Lions Park has had a proof roll and 
paving will take place on Friday, May 23, weather-permitting. 

 NISRA. Brian Shahinian will be retiring as director and an open house is being 
held in June. Jones encouraged any Commissioner who available to attend. 
Discussion took place as to the Park District’s acknowledgement of his long and 
distinguished service and consensus was to provide him with a seasonal pass to 
Foxford Hills Golf Course for the remainder of the 2014 season and also to have 
the Board pass a resolution thanking him for his service to NISRA. 

 
IX. Closed Session 
 
Stanko moved to recess the meeting for a five minute break. Second by Krueger. 
 
Voice vote:  Yes – 5-0. No – 0. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting recessed at 8:15 PM. 
 
President Renner called the meeting back to order at 8:23 PM. 
 
Stanko moved to enter Closed Session for Review of Closed Session Minutes (5 ILCS 
120/2© (21); and Review of Specific Personnel (5 ILCS 120/2 © (1). Second by Harvey. 
 
Voice vote: All voting yes. No – None. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting moved to Closed Session at 8:24 PM. 
 
Open Session resumed at 8:31 PM. 
 
Renner asked for a motion to approve the current employee contract with Executive 
Director Jones. Stanko responded “so moved.” Second by Krueger. 
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Roll call:  Yes – Krueger, Emma, Harvey, Stanko, Renner. No – None. Motion carried. 
 
Stanko summarized the remainder of Closed Session that the Board reviewed and 
approved the Closed Session minutes of April 24, 2014. 
 
There was no other action necessary as a result of Closed Session. 
 
Krueger moved to adjourn the meeting. Second by Harvey.  
 
Voice vote:  Yes – 5-0. No- None. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:33 PM. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Daniel C. Jones, Secretary 

Park District Board of Commissioners 


